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About LIBER

 Association of European Research Libraries
 The largest network of European 

research/academic libraries: 400 institutions, 
from over 40 countries

 Mission: to represent and promote the 
interests of European research/academic
libraries, and of their users: students and 
researchers

 “Making the case for European Research 
Libraries”



How we realise this

 Meetings, conferences, workshops on 
strategic issues

 Sharing professional knowledge, 
dissemination of documentation

 Fostering partnerships and cooperation
 Advocacy and lobbying
 Publication of position statements
 LIBER Quarterly (http://liber.library.uu.nl/)



Priorities 2009-2012





(E-)Science is about…

 LAAAARGE amounts of data:
“Data are no longer considered as interim products 
to be discarded once the research reporting them is 
published. Rather, they have become important 
sources of scholarly content to be used and re-
used.”
Borgman, The role of libraries in e-science

But also about Books, journal articles, proceedings, 
reports, working papers, websites, blogs, wiki’s, 
tweets, primary data, podcasts, …



(E-)Science is about… (2)

 SHARING data:
 Results of publicly funded research should be

available in public domain
 Allows verification and replication of findings
 Stimulates international competition based on 

excellence
 Collaboration is a necessity
 Gives visibility and recognition



The paradox of e-science

 Race against the time: 
 the new generations are arriving at the 

university
Vs.
 Cultural change: 
 How do you make researchers share data?
 How do you make funding agencies reward

collaboration and sharing data?
 Current copyright/IPR rules are a hindrance

for e-science



Issues and roles for libraries

 Ubiquitous, trusted and easy access to 
(discovery of) research data:
 Integrity of data
 Version management
 Visualisation
 Semantics: how to interpret data?
 Ownership of data
 Long term preservation



Issues and roles for libraries (2)

 “Data repositories may become the new 
special collections for research libraries”
(Borgman)

 Use and re-use
 IPR, licensing
 Technology and sustainable infrastructure

(funding!)
 HR: data managers



New strategies for libraries

 Into the research and education workflows
 New strategies for research support
 New infrastructures
 Digital repositories: data! 
 Recruitment of content
 Enhanced publications: annotations, 

recommendations, primary data, podcasts
etc. 

 Skilled library professionals



What we EXPECT from the Alliance

 Forum for e-science debate with other
stakeholders (researchers, publishers, …)

 Involvement in the Alliance Strategy
 Partnership in relevant EU (and other) 

projects
 Recommendations on strategies for 

research libraries to support e-science



What we can OFFER to the Alliance

 Network of 400 European research libraries
 Involvement in the LIBER Strategy, in 

particular in the activities of the Scholarly
Communications SC (but also Digital 
Preservation SC)

 Partnership in relevant EU (and other) 
projects

 Best practices of new strategies for 
research libraries to support e-science



LIBER events

 2010 Annual Conference “Re-inventing the 
library. The challenges of the new information
environment”, 29 June-2 July 2010
 Call for papers/posters: 

https://togather.eu/handle/123456789/409
 2011 Digital preservation workshop 2
 2011 OAI
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